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Our Mission is to foster the science and art of natural resource conservation.  

Our work targets conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources on 
working land—the land used to produce food, fiber, and other services that 
improve the quality of life people experience in rural and urban communities.  We 
work to discover, develop, implement, and constantly improve ways to use land 
that sustains its productive capacity and enhances the environment at the same 
time.  We pursue our mission through a combination of research, education, and 
advocacy.  Our ongoing activities and special projects are designed to: 

 Improve the practice of conservation by fostering the development of state-of-
the-art conservation practices and systems.  

 Improve conservation policy by bringing science and professional judgment to 
bear in shaping local, state, provincial, and federal policy.  

 Enhance the capabilities of conservationists through training and professional 
development.  

 Sustain the ethic and spirit of professionalism among conservationists through 
networking and mutual support. 
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The official Address of the MN Chapter of SWCS is: 

Minnesota Chapter 

Soil and Water Conservation Society 

375 Jackson Street, Suite 600  

St. Paul, MN 55101-1854 

 

President:  Shannon Bengtson   Treasure: Sidney Cornelius 

  15167 95
th
 Street 

  Foreston, MN  56330 

  shannon.bengtson@mn.usda.gov 

   

 

Secretary: Michael Appel    Past President: Linda Meschke 

 

 

Regional Representatives Based on Watershed Boundaries. 

 

Northern Surface Waters Rep: 

 Greg Larson 

 

Karst and Driftless Area Rep: 

 David Copeland 

 

Southern Minnesota Agriculture Rep: 

 Vacant 

 

The Red River of the North Rep: 

 Vacant 

 

 

Meetings of the Executive Board will be held bi-monthly or as needed in 2007.   All 

members interested may participate in the meetings.  The meeting location and time will 

be posted on the MN SWCS website two weeks prior to the meeting date.  

 

mailto:shannon.bengtson@mn.usda.gov
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I. Events 

a. Technical Tour 

Will be located in the Morris/Benson area and focusing on “Conservation 

Energy”.  Lead team member: David Archer 

b. Educational / Technical / Leadership Workshops 

Work with partners within each of the four MN Chapter regions or state wide 

to provide educational opportunities on soil and water resources for youth or the 

general public.   Partners could be local, state, or federal agencies, along with 

watershed groups and other professional non-profit organizations looking to 

educate the public about soil and water resources and how to protect them.  (ideas 

could be storm drain stenciling, participate in the envirothon as volunteers, and 

promote Minnesota Conservation Corps….etc) 

The Technical workshops would be more for individuals that are in need of 

certification credits, soil and water professionals, and/or the general public that 

are interested in learning the specifics on how to protect MN’s soil and water 

resources.  There are dollars set aside in the budget for these workshops.  

There is stephan’s available for members to attend the regional leadership 

workshop, contact any member of the executive board committee for this 

opportunity.   

c. 2008 Annual Meeting 

The committee chair and their committee have the option to have the 

following for the 2008 Annual Meeting: 

1. To do a technical two day workshop/conference with the MN Chapter 

Business meeting in conjunction with that event. 

2. A one day event with presentations on a specific topic such as the 06 

and 07 Annual meetings.  

Planning committee consists of:  committee chair _______________ and four 

other members.  

The goal is to have the planning completed for the Annual meeting/Business 

meeting by November of 2007.  

d. International Events 

The 2007 Annual Conference will be held from July 21-25 in Tampa, Florida. 

The conference theme is “Conservation Challenges in a Changing Landscape.” 

For more information on the conference please visit www.swcs.org 

 

 The MN Chapter SWCS has two stipends of $500 dollars available to members 

and a specific $500 stipend for a student member who wishes to attend the 

http://www.swcs.org/en/swcs_international_conferences/index.cfm?nodeID=10373&audienceID=1
http://www.swcs.org/
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International Conference.   Please contact a member of the MN Chapter SWCS 

Executive Board if interested in these stiffens.  

 
II. Membership 

a. Student Members / Student Chapter 

The future of the MN Chapter SWCS is the young leaders attending colleges and 
universities across MN.  Currently we do not have a recognized student chapter in MN.   
To become a recognized student chapter by national headquarters, the following 
information was taken write from the National SWCS Chapter By-laws: 

Section 2. Student Chapter. A student chapter of the Society may be authorized by the Board 
upon written petition of 10 or more student members.  Four or more student members may 
organize a student branch to be affiliated with a regular chapter. 

We have many student members within MN ranging from multiple colleges and 
universities from around the state.   One idea, is to pull those current student members 
together by means of the internet.  There are currently student chapters communicating 
strictly by internet.   Membership comments and assistance needed.  

b. Visibility 

Co-sponsoring workshops, educational events, and technical tours, more and more 
people will hear about the MN Chapter of SWCS.   There are many conventions that go 
on during the year that have trade shows, or that we possibly could co-sponser and plan.  
Work with other non-profit organizations to have our events posted on their website and 
visvera (MAPSS, Watershed Districts, …etc)  

Pay the web-master $500.00 to keep the official MN Chapter SWCS website up.  

Pay a member or non-member $300.00 to design, collect information, print, and mail 
the Chapter news-letter. 

Pay a member $100.00 to put together the email list serve and maintain it.   

III. Scholarship Opportunities 

a. Local 

The Current MN Chapter Student Scholarship opportunity needs some revamping.  A 
formal process needs to take shape.   A scholarship application form needs to be 
developed with all the criteria needed to apply for the scholarships spelled out so that 
students know what they need to do.   Once those things are done a formal timeline can 
be put into place so that every year the scholarship applications can be due and student 
advisors at the colleges and universities will know along with the students what timeline 
they are on.  

b. Regional 

None avalible 

c. National 

The national Scholarship opportunities can be found on the National website: 
www.swcs.org 

The following information was taken from the website: 

 

http://www.swcs.org/
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National Student Scholarship opportunities:  Applications may be emailed to: 
sueann.lynes@swcs.org. You may also submit applications by U.S. Postal Service (1 copy only) 
to: SWCS-Scholarships, 945 SW Ankeny Rd., Ankeny, IA  50023. You may fax letters of 
recommendation to 515-289-1227.  Applications must be received by February 13.  All forms of 
submission will receive a confirmation of receipt.  Late applications will not be considered. 

Please be aware that you must be a member of the Soil and Water Conservation Society for at 
least 1 year to apply for these scholarships.  Opportunities for scholarships are: 

1) Research Scholarship—made possible by Kenneth E. Grant 

2) Soil Conservation Scholarship—made possible by Donald A. Williams  

3) Student Leader Conservation Scholarship—made possible by Melville H. Cohee  

***More specific information regarding the three types of scholarships is available on the 
national website. 

IV. Awards 

a. Local 

The Local Chapter awards in 2006 were handled wonderfully from a group of members that in the 
last minute agreed to work together on this.   The awards that the MN Chapter SWCS are 
prestigious awards and are there to recognize anyone across the state that is going above and 
beyond to protect MN Soil and Water Resources.   With that we need to make sure that the public 
and chapter members know that these award categories exist.     

There needs to be some formalized structure built into the awards nomination process.  All the 
information should be available on the MN SWCS Chapter website year round with consistent 
due dates for the award nominations from both Chapter members and non-members.  Yes, that is 
correct you do not need to be a member to nominate someone or a group for a MN Chapter 
SWCS award.   Committee Members for the awards program needs volunteers for the 2008 
awards.    

b. National 

Information below was provided on the national website at: www.swcs.org 

The awards program of the Soil and Water Conservation Society is designed to recognize 
individuals and organizations that have made outstanding contributions in advocating the 
conservation of soil, water and related natural resources.  These are not to be confused with 
Chapter Awards.  Information for Chapter awards can be found under “Information for Members & 
Chapters” button to the left. 
  
The criteria and nominating procedures for the awards program are here on the website. Award 
recipients will be announced at the Society's annual meeting, unless otherwise indicated. 
  
The award category selection key will help you place your nomination in the awards category that 
best fits the nominee's accomplishments. Answer the questions sequentially until you are led to 
the appropriate award. Incorrectly placed nominations will not be considered for recognition. The 
formal nomination questionnaire must be filled out for the appropriate award category and may be 
accompanied by supporting information. There is a specific nomination questionnaire for each 
award category except chapter awards.  
  
 

mailto:sueann.lynes@swcs.org
http://www.swcs.org/documents/Awards_flow_chart_012105114440.pdf
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Award nominations may be submitted by email to: sueann.lynes@swcs.org.  You may also submit 
Award nominations by U.S. Postal Service (1 copy only) to:  SWCS-Awards, 945 SW Ankeny Rd., 
Ankeny, IA  50023. Some nominations require a signed petition accompany the Awards 
nomination form.  You may fax the signed petition to 515-289-1227.   All nominations must be 
received by December 12.  All forms of submission will receive a confirmation of receipt.  
Additional information, if needed, may be obtained from the Society's headquarters office 515-
289-2331 ext. 112 or your regional Awards Committee representative. 

Summary of Society Awards 

  

I. Awards Available to Society Members: 

  

Fellow—Recognizes exceptional professional achievement coupled with service to the Society  

Number awarded: Up to 0.1% of members  

Outstanding Service—Recognizes distinguished service to the Society over a long and sustained 

period (10 years minimum) Number awarded: Up to 0.1% of members  

Commendation—Recognizes members for service to their chapters (members having 
received other Society awards are also eligible) Number awarded: Each chapter, council of 
chapters, Society board member, or Society officer may nominate no more than one member 
annually  

   *NEW*    Conservation Research-Recognizes a SWCS Society members or teams of 
members whose     
      research has led to exceptional improvements in soil conservation, water conservation, and/or 
related       
      natural resources research. Number awarded:  
 

II . Awards Available to Society Members and Nonmembers: 

  

Hugh Hammond Bennett—Recognizes extraordinary national and international accomplishments in 

the conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources. Number awarded: One, and then only if a 

suitable candidate is nominated.  
Honor—Recognizes people for outstanding accomplishments compatible with Society objectives  

Number awarded: Up to 10 each year  

Merit—Recognizes noteworthy conservation activity or products of organizations, agencies, 
or firms  
Number awarded: As many as meet the criteria  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sueann.lynes@swcs.org
http://www.swcs.org/en/awards/index.cfm?nodeID=6968&audienceID=1
http://www.swcs.org/en/awards/index.cfm?nodeID=6969&audienceID=1
http://www.swcs.org/en/awards/index.cfm?nodeID=6972&audienceID=1
http://www.swcs.org/en/awards/index.cfm?nodeID=10126&audienceID=1
http://www.swcs.org/en/awards/index.cfm?nodeID=6967&audienceID=1
http://www.swcs.org/en/awards/index.cfm?nodeID=6970&audienceID=1
http://www.swcs.org/en/awards/index.cfm?nodeID=6971&audienceID=1
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V. 2007 Budget  

 

Minnesota Chapter of the Soil and Water Society 

Executive Committee Meeting 

2007 Budget 

 

  SUBJECT    Cost   Income 

 

Minnesota Terrestrial Conference   $2,500   $12,000 

National Conference- 2 Stipends (500each)  $1000 

National Conf. – 1 Student Stipend   $500 

Web-Master ( Keeping Current)   $500 

Newsletter- 2 setups and labor    $300 

Newsletter- 2 mailings, includes printing  $200 

Elections- postage, envelopes and printing  $150 

2008 Awards and supplies    $250 

E-mail list serve development    $100 

Workshop Funds  

 Northern Surface Waters   $500   $250   

 Karst and Driftless Area   $500   $250   

 Southern Mn. Agriculture   $500   $250 

 Red River of the North   $500   $250 

Student Scholarships: 2-3 available    $1,500 

West North Central Leadership Scholarship (2) $500 

2007  Technical Tour      $500   $500 

2008 Annual Business Meeting   $500   $500 

     ---------------------------------------------------------- 

     TOTAL  $14,000  $14,000 

 

 

 


