



Soil & Water Conservation Society

Executive Board Meeting Minutes

June 14, 2007

Teleconference

The Executive Board meeting of the Minnesota Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) Chapter was called to order at 2:32 pm by President Shannon Bengtson

Members in attendance were:  Shannon Bengtson, President; Sid Cornelius, Treasurer, Linda Meschke, Rural Development; Dave Copeland, Lower Mississippi Watershed Representative; Cheryl Isder, Minnesota/Missouri Watershed Representative.
Motion was made by Copeland to appoint Cheryl Isder as the Minnesota/Missouri Watershed Representative on the Executive board.  Seconded by Cornelius, motion carried.
Secretary’s Report was approved through a motion by Copeland and seconded by Cornelius; approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report was approved through a motion by Meschke and seconded by Copeland; approved as presented and subject to audit.

Old Business

Terrestrial invasive Species Conference Report by Meschke and Cornelius – Cornelius will get a detailed report of income and expenses for the summer tour.  A follow up meeting of the conference is being planned for discussion of another conference in the future and who will be on the planning committee.
Sponsorship for Earth Day – Copeland reported the Earth Day event was a great success with the interesting hands on environmental learning stations.
Meschke made a motion of recommendation to the group to offer 10 free memberships at $80 on a first come first serve basis at the summer tour.  Copeland seconded the recommendation; approved.  If more new members are interested at summer tour, they will likely be offered the same options.

Student Chapter goals within the business plan will be left off the agenda at the summer tour, but be considered developing a Minnesota Student Chapter.
State delegates for National Annual Meeting

Greg Larson is unable to attend as the delegate.  Jeff Strock, who is the alternate, will become the delegate. Bengtson will also be in attendance.  Meschke made a motion to have Bengtson pick up a Silent Auction item within in the $50 to $100 range for the event.  Copeland seconded the motion, motion carried. 
New Busines
MN Chapter participation in NRCS NHIpanic conference - As president, Bengtson was asked to speak at the conference during the Partners Panels Discussion in St. Paul.  A list of tours will be written up by Bengtson and brought to the summer tour for volunteers to sign up as tour guides and with registration at the conference.  Bengtson is working with T. Garcia on possible reduced rates for members.
Invasive Species rap-up meeting and future planning meeting will be conducted once the treasurer’s information is complete.
Summer Tour/Annual Meeting agenda items – The agenda is being developed.  Member recommendations will be added to the agenda along with President’s update, Secretary’s Report, Treasurer’s Report, Award and Scholarship recognition, and discussion about conferences in 2008.
SWCS is considering sponsoring the keynote speaker for the MASWCD State Convention located in Rochester this December.


March 7, 2008 will be the date of the Annual Meeting.
Cornelius made a motion to adjourn and seconded by Meschke, motion carried.

