MN SWCS Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
Note taker: Jeff Hellermann

January 10, 2011

Meeting was called to order at 12:00pm by Russell Kleinschmidt

Present: Kay Clark, Dave Copeland, Russell Kleinschmidt, Shannon Carpenter and Jeff Hellermann

Additions to the agenda: Dave Copeland a made motion to accept the agenda.  Jeff Hellermann seconded.
Secretary’s report:  To be covered at next meeting.  Secretary wasn’t available.

Treasurer’s report: To be covered at next meeting.  Treasurer wasn’t available.

Election Nominations and Sending of Ballots: Elections must be done before annual meeting.  Nominations will be made and found on MN SWCS Blog by the end of January.  Ballots will be sent to members and return deadline will be prior to annual meeting.
Scholarships and Awards:  Tom Steger and Mary Jane Reetz are Award Chairs.  Scholarship and Award years end December 31st.  Committee then submits and approves nominations.  Scholarship(s) and Award(s) are presented at Annual Meeting.

2011 Annual Meeting 









         Topic:  Russell discussed topics with several people at MASWCD Convention.  Popular topics were: CEAP Update, Carbon Sequestration and Precision Farming.  Don Baloun, MN NRCS State Conservationist expressed interest in Precision Farming and CEAP update.  Committee members discussed number of topics, concentration on 1 or 2 topics and how topic can protect resource concerns.  Committee agreed on a Precision Ag. panel discussion with experienced participants such as Speaker from a local COOP, Consultant, Extension Specialist, Producer/Board Member and Jeff St. Ores, Nutrient Mgmt Specialist.  Dave Copeland will contact an Extension Specialist.  Jeff Hellermann will contact Jeff St. Ores.  Kay Clark will contact Linda Meschke, Martin County for ideas.  Russ Kleinschmidt will contact Don Baloun for a short CEAP update at annual meeting and ask Grant Pearson for local COOP speaker or Consultant. 








                                 Date and Location: Proposed March 10th, 15th, 22nd or 23rd.  Russell will be contacting St. Cloud area sites for dates, costs and possible Lent menu.

State Envirothon:  MN SWCS Sponsorship for State Envirothon was discussed.  BWSR no longer funds Envirothon.  Lack of financial support will result in ending of future State Envirothons.  Committee Members thought 2010 funds were either $500 or $1,000.  Jeff Hellermann made a motion for MN SWCS to sponsor MN State Envirothon with same amount as last year.  Kay Clark seconded.  

A group discussion followed regarding the SWCS Chapter funding priority opinion survey (completed in 2010).  Jeff Hellermann asked if this could be put on annual meeting agenda.  Russell agreed. 
Russell Kleinschmidt adjourned the meeting at 1:04pm.

