SWCS Annual Meeting

March 7th

Cabela’s Rogers MN.

The Annual meeting of the MN SWCS chapter was called to order by President Shannon Bengtson at Cabela’s in Rogers at 12:30 PM. The meeting had followed the morning training session called, “ The State of Minnesota’s Soil”. Greg Larson , Northern Waters chapter rep. was the one who arranged the event.

Shannon presented the following chapter awards:

Outstanding Service Award- Dennis Fuchs

Commendation Award- Jim Truax

Honor Award- Jeff Hellerman

Merit Award- Paul Flynn

Merit Award- Wendy Griffith

Education Award- Mille Lacs SWCD

Scholarship Award- Daniel Mac Swain

Following lunch, Shannon reconvened the meeting and gave her presidents report. 

The Secretary’s report was distributed and Steve Sellnow made a motion to accept the report as presented, it was seconded by Robin Martinek, motion carried.

The treasurers report was distributed and reviewed by Mike Appel in Sid’s absence. A motion was made by Dave Copeland to approve of the treasurers report as distributed, Tom Steger seconded and motion carried.

Old Business

The 2007 Summer Tour and Annual Meeting was reviewed by Cheryl Isder.

Dave Copeland reviewed the number of sponsorships and booths that the chapter was involved in this past year. ( Emerging Issues Forum, Invasive Species Conference, SWCD Ann. Meeting, Hispanic National Conference and the Native American Conference.)

New Business

Mike Appel led discussion on the President - Elect vacancy. There were no volunteers to take the position. Shannon graciously agreed to extend her current term for an additional year. Greg Larson made a motion to have current presidential term be extended for an additional year, seconded by Steve Sellnow, motion carried.

Membership chair Linda Meschke has asked to have someone replace her. Dave Copeland volunteered to be the membership chair.

Shannon asked for a volunteer to be Nominations chair. Julie MacSwain volunteered.

Greg Larson reviewed the new student scholarship guidelines. These will be placed on the chapter website and will be sent to colleges earlier in the college year.

Barbara Weisman from the Mn. Department of Agriculture gave a presentation on The Conservation Funding Adviser. This is a database to list all possible cost share funds available for various conservation practices and funding sources. There is still more work to be done and she was looking at possible help to finish the project. Looking for volunteers or student interns. SWCS will place information in the next newsletter. 

Dave Copeland led a discussion on where the chapter needs to go from here. The chapter has the funds to do many things but we need some direction on how to determine chapter priorities. We need to get students active and the need to activate some of the chapters standing committees. The board will discuss this at our next teleconference.

Shannon reported that the membership incentive resulted in 7 new members this past year. A motion was made by Steve Sellnow to continue the incentive with 10 more scholarships for 2008, Dave Copeland seconded and motion carried.

Shannon reviewed the upcoming Invasive Species conference in October. It was suggested that the chapter could have a meeting while at the conference. The Chapter could provide a means to convene more than once as a chapter. 

There was discussion on a booth at FarmFest in August. The cost would be $700. There was discussion if this would reach potential members and if Ankeny may want to help as this event brings in people from several surrounding states. Shannon will contact Ankeny and bring the information to the board. 

The summer tour was discussed with the thought of partnering with other organizations as in the past. It was suggested that the chapter have the summer tour in the NW this year. Shannon will contact Coleen Oestriech to see if this could happen. 

Greg Larson was thanked for the excellent morning session. There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn by Julie MacSwain and seconded by Mary Monte. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted 

Mike Appel, secretary

 

