	MN SWCS Chapter
Executive Board Meeting

	Apr. 18, 2011

	
	12:00-1:00 pm

	
	                  Teleconference
Dial: 1- 800-391-1709
Passcode: 916863


	Meeting called by: Russell Kleinschmidt 
	Type of meeting:  Teleconference

	Facilitator:  Russell 
	Note taker: Jane Johnson

	Agenda Items

	Topic:   MN SWCS Chapter, executive board meeting
	Presenter
	Time allotted

	· Welcome  
	Russell
	

	· Additions to the agenda – motion to accept 
	All
	1 minute

	· Secretary’s Report --motion
	Mary
	2 minutes

	· Treasurer’s Report --motion
	Sid
	2 minutes

	Old Business
	
	

	· Annual Meeting Review (Action Items)
	All
	15 minutes

	New Business
	
	

	· Summer Tour
	All
	40 minutes

	   
	
	

	· Adjourn --motion
	All
	


Teleconference April 18, 2011 meeting minutes prepared by J. Johnson

	April 18, 2011 -
	Action item

	Members on call:  Russell Kleinschmidt, Greg Larson, Sid Cornelius, Jeff Hellermann, Kelly Oliver, Shannon Carpenter, Jane Johnson  
	(Did I miss anyone?)

	Meeting called to order by Russell Kleinschmidt
	

	Opening comments by RK concerning Annual meeting held in March

Mary Jane Reetz was nominated at the annual meeting to serve on a subcommittee organizing a joint meeting with the Wildlife Society, American Forester and American Fisheries societies.  

It was noted that the President-elect historically helps with planning the annual meeting.


	Mary Jane will be contacted and encouraged to solicit help planning the joint annual meeting.

	Greg Larson indicated he would be willing to serve until an alternative was identified to serve and complete his term.
	

	A motion was made and approved to approve the agenda.
	

	Treasurer’s report, by Sid Cornelius:

He is exploring options for establishing a $10K certificate of deposit, as discussed and approved during the annual meeting (March 22, 2011). 
	Establish a certificate of deposit account.

	RK – commented that an email was circulated to all members calling for volunteers to serve as a representative at the up-coming national SWCS annual meeting to be held in Washington DC, July 2011
	

	Summer and invasive species tours

Several ideas were presented concerning possible themes for the summer tour.  K.O. commented on recent articles in the Minneapolis Star Tribune on Lake Pepin water quality, the issue of nitrate in ground water and sulfa-compounds related to mining, which have negative impacts on water quality that are problematic for wild rice production.  The polarizing, political nature of the mining issue was considered a deterrent for a possible theme.

Addition themes included flood control efforts especially in light of CEAP reports on leaching of nitrate.  Drainage and related water quality issues were discussed.

The Detroit Lakes area and flood control in Red River Valley Basin, maybe of interest.

Flood control and water quality was a reoccurring theme during the discussion.

Wetland restoration as a nutrient mitigation strategy was suggested.

A comment was made that the summer and invasive species tours should be held in different parts of MN.

Southwestern Minnesota was suggested and supported.  Taking advantage of expertise and research by SWROC and others in the region.
A motion to have the summer tour located in SW-MN focusing on water quality was made and carried.  (motion SC, 2nd – JH). 

Tentatively the tour will be held late July to Aug.
	Greg Larson volunteered to take the lead on organizing the tour. He will contact Linda Meschke.
Kelly O. will explore on-going water quality project in SW MN, and share information with Greg and Russ. 



	S.C. suggested a tour on invasive species, potentially MISAC (Minnesota invasion species action committee) would sponsor.  The tour would provide an opportunity for on the ground training for identification and mitigation strategies.  It was also noted that the noxious weed species list was recently updated, with several new species added to the list. 

A motion was made and carried to host an invasive species tour.

Tentatively the tour would be conducted in NW Minnesota the end of June.

Jeff H, commented that he was aware of a spotted knapweed weed North of Morris of Hwy 59.  He also commented that USDA-ARS-NCSCRL has a good conference room if a meeting room was needed. There is no charge for using the facility, only a reservation. 
	Shannon Carpenter indicated she would be willing to organize this meeting.  Greg Larson offered to assist.

	MISAC committee

Shannon Carpenter gave a very brief overview of the committee for the benefit of new Exe. Committee members. 

Shannon indicated she would like to continue in her role as SWCS representative from the SWCS chapter.  RK noted that a motion was passed during the annual meeting (3-22-2011) for Shannon to continue as the SWCS representative to MISAC committee. 
A concern was raised about the SWCS chapter serving the administrative lead for MISAC, in regards to maintaining the chapter’s nonprofit status. 

Jeff H. made a motion and Jane J seconded that SWCS chapter end its administrative financial role for MISAC by September 1, 2011 with all funds transferred to the designated authority by that date. 
	Shannon will attend the April 26, 2011 MISAC meeting. 

Shannon offered to draft a letter, which would be circulated among the executive committee for comment.  The letter needs to be ready for Shannon to take to the April 26, 2011 MISAC meeting.



	Meeting adjourned.
	


