SWCS Executive Meeting

January 29, 2009

Teleconference

Members Present:

Mike Appel, Secretary

Mary Jane Reetz, Secretary- elect

Shannon Carpentar, President

Russ Klienschmidt, Pres.- elect

Jeff Hellerman, Red River Rep.

The teleconference of the SWCS Executive Committee was called to order by Pres. Shannon. Agenda was reviewed with no additions. Accepted as provided.

Sec. Report Mike provided the report from the meeting conducted at the Invasive Species Conference in Duluth on October 27, 2008. Sec. Report was approved as read.

Treas.Report Sid was unable to provide a report at this time.

Old Business

Shannon reported that the Invasive Species Conference was a success. There is still some issues regarding budget and final numbers. Over 440 attended the conference. Shannon met with the planning board on January 28th and it was decided that SWCS will continue as fiscal agent. The next conference will be planned for 2010.

Summer Tour Cheryl was unable to make teleconference but supplied some information via e-mail. Thinking of having Summer tour in Fergus Falls at the USFWS Learning Center. A number of possible dates were provided but after discussion it was thought that a date later in July or early August may work better with native grasses and flowers. Will contact Cheryl about dates.

New Business

Annual Training and Business meeting A couple of dates were proposed for the Annual Training and Business meeting- April 3 and 17th. Shannon thought we would see about Cabella’s in Rodgers again as it was a good location last year. She will contact regarding dates. Subject of training was discussed. The new farm bill with its various titles would be good. Shannon will contact Tim and Paul at NRCS office for help. State Conservation programs were also discussed. State Legacy Funds and implementation were also mentioned. All committee members will contact people regarding BWSR, MASWCD, state legislators, bio-fuel industry, wind energy etc. Will report back in two weeks when next teleconference is scheduled.

Business meeting will follow training. Items to cover are awards, student scholarships, student representation on board, stipends to attend SWCS Ann. Convention in Michigan.

Will need to get items put together for next newsletter.

Scholarships

Advertising of scholarships will need to be done with a possible award at the summer tour. A motion was made by Jeff to provide all student registration for the training and business meeting. This would include Dan Swedarsky and Terry Cooper. Seconded by Russ motion carried.

Web Site Fee A motion was made to pay Dennis Fuchs $500 for web site upkeep. An additional $500 will come from the Mn Invasive Species Conf. Fund. Jeff made motion and Mary Jane seconded, motion carried.

Discussion regarding 2010 web site will be covered at next teleconference.

Election Russ, Mary Jane, Jeff and Dave all were elected and will be sworn in at the annual meeting. 

The next teleconference will be in 2-3 weeks to flesh out the Annual Training and Summer Tour. Motion to adjourn by Russ and Jeff.

