Soil & Water Conservation Society

Board Meeting Minutes

March 7, 2007

St. Cloud, MN

The Executive Board meeting of the Minnesota Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) Chapter was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Shannon Bengtson.  

Members presents were: Shannon Bengtson, President; Mike Appel, Secretary; Linda Meschke, past president; David Archer, Northern Representative (via phone); and Greg Larson, Southern Representative.
Shannon handed out copies of the 2007 Business Plan.  Linda gave the results of the 2007 election.  Mike Appel was selected as Secretary and Greg Larson was selected as southern representative.  Linda made a motion to accept results of election, David seconded motion.  Motion carried.
Shannon discussed recent change to board representation based on watershed map that was approved in by-laws.  Greg is officially representing the Northern Surface Waters section of the state.  This resulted in three vacancies as David Archer is resigning from the Red River of the North region.  The committee was asked to find candidates to fill those present vacancies and report in April at the next SWCS board meeting.
New Business:

The Annual meeting has been cancelled due to bad weather.  David mentioned that many of the speakers may be interested in helping if we do this in conjunction with a summer tour.  We may partner with the Minnesota Association of Professional Soil Scientists (MAPSS) again this year.  The MAPSS executive committee meets on March 9th.  David will help with the summer tour.  MAPSS will get back to us.

Greg Larson mentioned that the University of MN Soil Department has a lecture series coming up in April and that the Society should help sponsor this event.  Mike made a motion to donate $500 to the event as a sponsor, Linda seconded.  Motion carried.  Shannon will be our representative at the banquet and formal gathering.

The 2007 Annual Conference will be held July 21-25 in Tampa, FL.  Two stipends of $500 each and one student stipend of $500 has been set aside in the budget.  Shannon will attend if agency can pay for her trip.  Greg Larson volunteered to be chapter delegate.  Motion by Linda and seconded by Mike to use stipends to send members whose agencies do not send members and also have Greg Larson serve as chapter delegate.  Motion carried.

Greg stated that two individuals were awarded the student scholarship.  It was hoped to invite recipients to the summer tour and pay their registrations and make presentation during the business meeting.
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On the subject of communication to the membership, Shannon stated that the current list serve that was being used is no longer assessable.  The committee agreed that this is an important means of communication and could save the chapter money in the long run.  Mike made a motion to pay $100 to developed and maintain a list serve of e-mails for all members. Greg seconded. Linda abstained. Motion carried. Asked Linda if she would do this and she accepted.  Discussion about paying a member to develop the bi-annual news letter and to pay Dennis Fuchs to maintain the website where tabled to the April executive meeting. 
Board reviewed the 2007 budget.  There were several changes suggested.  Shannon asked that each board member review budget and make changes and submit those changes.  Members present agreed.  

Motion made to adjourn.  Meeting ended at 8 p.m.

Submitted by 

Mike Appel, Secretary
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