Soil & Water Conservation Society

Annual Meeting Minutes

June, 27, 2007
ARS Research Lab Conference Room
Morris, Minnesota
The Annual meeting of the Minnesota Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) Chapter was called to order at 12:45 PM by President Shannon Bengtson.  

Shannon welcomed members and guests. She reminded everyone that the regularly scheduled annual meeting in March had been snowed out and that the annual tour was hosting the annual meeting. David Archer, past board member was recognized for his effort in hosting and setting up the annual meeting and tour.
A motion was made by Burt Hendrickson to accept the agenda as presented, second by Cheryl Isder, motion carried.

Secretary’s Report—Mike Appel handed out the secretary’s report from the 2006 annual meeting in Owatonna. There were no additions or corrections to the report. George Mohrhauser made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, Burt H. seconded, motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report—Mike Appel handed out the treasurer’s report that had been sent by Sid Cornelius. The balance on hand at December 31, 2005 was $21,582.02 and the balance on hand at December 31, 2006 was $21,222.45.  This did not include the funds from the Headwaters of Conservation Convention, those are held in a separate account. Motion by Dana Raines to accept the treasurers report as presented, seconded by Michelle Legatt, motion carried.

Old Business—Shannon gave a report on the Terrestrial Invasive Species Conference held in St. Cloud on March 7-8th. There were 150 in attendance. There was $13,601.40 in income with expenses of $4,551.41 which resulted in a profit of $9,049.99.

2006 Summer tour with MAPPS was covered by Mike and Shannon. 

New Business—
2007 Award Winners—Cheryl Isder presented the 2007 Chapter Award presentations.

Outstanding Service Award—Sidney Cornelius

Commendation Award—John Beckwith
Honor Award—Julie MacSwain

Merit Award—Jay Rendall

News/Media Award—Paula Mohr

Education Award—Quarry Hill Nature Center in Rochester. Greg Munson, Executive Director sent the chapter a thank you on behalf of the Center.

2007 Scholarship Winners—Cheryl Isder presented the 2007 student scholarship winners:

Dan Pazdernik—University of Minnesota Crookston, is majoring in Water Resources Management and Plant Industries. He has a 3.9 cumulative GPA and is very active in clubs and organizations and is a volunteer.
Katherine Schake—University of Minnesota Twin Cities, is majoring in Environmental Science with an emphasis on International  Soil Science. She has a 3.5 GPA and is active in student organizations.

2007 Officers and Watershed Reps.

President- Shannon Bengtson

Secretary- Mike Appel

Treasurer- Sid Cornelius

Northern Surface Waters Region- Greg Larson

Karst and Driftless Watershed Region- Dave Copeland

Southern Minnesota Agriculture Region Watershed- Cheryl Isder

Red River of the North Watershed Region- Vacant

Shannon is looking to fill the Red River position at this time. No one volunteered to fill the position.

Membership Incentive-

At the last board meeting the executive committee decided to offer stipends in an effort to recruit new or expired members. It was voted to provide 10 new memberships. The recruitment write-up was handed out at the meeting. 

2007 Conferences and Meetings—

The National Organization of Hispanic Natural Resources Conservation Service Employee Organization has invited the SWCS to participate in the partners round table discussion during the national conference to be held in Bloomington August 6-10.
2007 International Conference-

The SWCS International Conference is in Tampa Florida on July 21-25th. The Chapter has three $500 stipends available for members that wish to attend.
2007 West North Central Regional Conference—

The WNC regional conference will be held October 16-17th in Dubuque Iowa. The theme of the conference is: “Impacts of increased Bio-fuel production on the mid-west landscape.”
2008 Annual Chapter  Meeting—

The date for the SWCS Mn. Chapter annual meeting is March 7th with a place to be determined. The theme will be; “Soil, Why is it important to care for it.” Greg Larson, Northern Surface Waters Rep. is chair and is looking for volunteers to assist in planning this event.

2008 Invasive Species Conference-

The chapter has been asked to participate in another Invasive Species conference in 2008. The date has not been set. The conference will cover both terrestrial and aquatic invasives. If you are interested in serving on the planning committee you can contact Shannon.

Burt made motion to adjourn and George seconded. Annual meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, Mike Appel- secretary.
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