Minnesota Chapter SWCS
Minutes of 2006 Annual Meeting: March 3, 2006
Cabella’s, Owatonna, MN
The meeting was called to order by President Linda Meschke at 9:10 am with a Flag Pledge.
SECRETARY’S REPORT

Shannon Bengtson distributed the minutes of the previous Annual Meeting before the meeting was called to order.  Merle Anderson made a motion to accept the secretary’s report and Tom Jackson seconded. Motion carried

TREASURER’S REPORT

Sid Cornelius reported that the chapter handed out his report, and the ending balances for 12/31/05 were $6,783.89 in checking with total available funds of $21,582.02.  The Headwaters of Conservation account has a balance of $38,264.00
Mike Appel made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report and Dave Coopland seconded. Motion carried.

Mike Appel and Dave Coopland will conduct the audit of the treasurer’s report. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

President Linda Meschke reported that she attended the WNCR meeting in Ankeny.  The new WNCR director is Peggy James.  The meeting in March will focus on membership. 

It’s a Water Workshop had 150 people attend; many members from MN attended the workshop. 

In January the RUSLE II training that the MN SWCS Chapter sponsored had 15 people attend the training and 10 of them gained CCA credits from the training.  
At the executive board meetings we have been taking about the need for visibility with professionals and we will gain more members.  She also mentioned handed out payroll deduction packets for federal employees as a way to increase membership. 

Last, Linda stated that the deadline to bring up issues to be discussed at the National Annual Meeting was April 28th, please send any issues to Linda to forward onto headquarters. 
OLD BUSINESS 

1.)  Election of Officers Results:   Shannon Bengtson, President Elect
2.) Southern and Northern Rep needed: Merle Anderson made a motion to appoint David Archer as Northern Representative and Greg Larson as Southern Representative. Goerge Morhouser seconded thw motion.   Motion carried.
.  
NEW BUSINESS 

1.)  West North Central Regional Membership Meeting—Platteville, WI

High turnover of membership, renewal of membership is not happening. 
2.) Shallow Lakes Forum III – Willmar

Flyers for the event where handed out.  MN SWCS Chapter is sponsoring the two keynote presenters for the event.  Chris Niskanen and Tom Gillaspy
3.) Summer Tour co-sponsored with MAPSS.


The theme of the summer tour is “TMDL’s, What’s Soil got to do with it?”. It will be held on Friday July 14, 2006.  Watch the MN SWCS Chapter website for more details. 
4.) MN State Fair Opportunity

Mike stated that this would be a good opportunity.  Tom Jackson and Claron Krogness asked if we could have a display board.  Shannon stated that this would most likely not be able to happen.  Goerge Morhoser made a motion to look into sharing the space with NRCS, motion was seconded by Tom Jackson.  Claron will work with Julie MacSwain about getting a display board up at the booth. 
5.) International SWCS Conference—Keystone, CO

Who is attending? 


Delegate = Mike Appel and Tim Larson as Alternate


Silent Auction item – Print from Ducks unlimited was left over from the 2004 Annual conference here in MN.  


Reminder: that there are Stephens available to members who are attending or wish to attend the conference. 


Reminder: to send any issues to bring forward at the National meeting to Linda Meschke by April 28th. 
6.) By-Laws update.  Shannon  handed out the revised version of the perposed by-law changes.  The intent was to vote at this meeting but notification of this was not done in time according to the current by-laws.  So discussion was had about the changes.   It was stated that under Article VI  “Executive Committee to appoint a representative to a position that no one has volunteered for.  Then under Article VI to retain 4 instead of 5 members have to be present in order for a quorum to vote at an executive committee meeting.  A straw vote was had and 4 representatives won over 2 representatives. 
Then Wayne Anderson brought up the idea of having watershed areas instead of using political boundaries. Work with Tim Larson and Wayne Anderson to get a map with this proposal on it. 
. 
A motion to adjourn the business portion of the Annual meeting was made by Tim Larson and seconded by Merle Anderson. The business portion of the Annual meeting was adjourned at 10:40 am. 

Linda Meschke introduced Dave Coopland as the program planner for this meeting. 
.
OFFICERS for 2005
President:               Linda Meschke
President Elect:      Shannon Bengtson
Secretary:               Vacant
Treasurer:               Sid Cornelius

Northern Rep.:       David Archer
Southern Rep.:       Greg Larson 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Chapter Delegate:  


Greg Larson, (Jeff Strock – Alternate)
CPESC Liaison:    


Vacant
MASWCD Comm. Dev. Committee: Vacant
Historian:              


Vic Ruhland

Newsletter Editor:    

Linda Meschke, Shannon Bengtson
Summer Tour:        


Shannon Bengtson
Newsletter Layout/Printing/Mailing:  Linda Meschke, Shannon Bengtson
Education/Publicity/Booths:    
vacant
Scholarship:           


Janelle Miersch
Awards:                


Janelle Miersch
Nominations:        


Shannon Bengtson
Membership:         


Linda Meschke

Web Page Development:    

Dennis Fuchs 
AWARDS: Awards coordinator Janelle Miersch announced the following chapter awards:

Outstanding Service Award: 

Mike Appel, NRCS
Commendation Award: 

none
Honor Award: 


none
Merit Award: 



Glen Kyeski, NRCS
Merit Award: 



Gary Beckmann, MnDA
News/Media: 


none
Education Award: 


Goodhue SWCD
Student Scholarship: 

Lisa

JIm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Shannon Bengtson
Secretary

