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Minnesota Chapter of SWCS 2011 Annual Training Conference

Holiday Inn, St. Cloud, MN, 75 37th Ave South

Tuesday, March 22nd, 2011, 8:00 am – 3:30 pm

(TRAINING SESSION STARTS AT 9:40 AM)
8:00-8:15 
Registration (For Business Meeting) 

(Coffee & rolls provided)

8:15-9:20
Annual Business Meeting 
All are Welcome
9:20-9:40              
Registration and Networking (Training Session) 

(Coffee & rolls provided)

9:40-9:50
Welcome




Russell Kleinschmidt, MN SWCS President
9:50-10:30 
Precision Agriculture Overview and Farming with Conservation in Mind

Ed Gruenes, CENTROL Independent Crop Consultant

Ed Gruenes is an independent crop consultant with CENTROL for the last 8 years and had been a fertilizer sales and service prior to working with CENTROL.

Ed will illustrate how a “Precision Agriculture Operation is Built” covering the basics of zone and grid sampling, yield monitoring and mapping, reading variable rate maps, and how a variable rate application prescription is developed and implemented.  He’ll also cover precision planting technology and how precision agriculture technologies can “realistically” be utilized for farming, maintaining and installing conservation practices such as waterways, water and sediment control basins, filter strips, terraces, and farming odd areas and point rows, etc.
10:30-10:40
Break

10:40-11:20 
GreenSeeker and Precision Ag Software 
Bernie Paulson, McPherson Crop Management
McPherson Crop Management is a crop consulting business, an authorized GreenSeeker dealer and an authorized Farm Works dealer located in Janesville, Minnesota.
Bernie will focus on Greenseeker Technology and Precision Agriculture Software and how they can be used in Conservation and Variable Rate Nutrient Management.
11:20-12:00 
Conservation Programs and Precision Agriculture 
Jeff St. Ores, USDA-NRCS Water Quality Specialist
Jeff St. Ores is Minnesota NRCS’s State Water Quality Specialist and works out of the St. Paul State Office.

Jeff will discuss the technical aspects of Nutrient and Pest Management and Precision Agriculture as it relates to current USDA Farm Bill Programs and Policies. 
12:00 – 1:00 
Lunch
12:30-1:00
Lunchtime Speaker: “Discovery Farms Project” –Amber Radatz


1:00-1:20
Awards and Recognition Ceremony




Russell Kleinschmidt and Awards Chair

1:20-2:00 
UMRB Conservation Effects Assessment Project Update

Don Baloun, MN NRCS State Conservationist
Don Baloun has been the new face for NRCS in Minnesota since last spring.  Don worked for Wisconsin NRCS for many years in various positions, and now is leading Minnesota in advancing conservation and conservation partnerships.

Hear Don Baloun Talk about his vision for “Targeting Conservation” in Minnesota working with all partners including SWCD, Various State and Local Agencies, Extension, Farm Groups, and Farm Industry.  He’ll specifically address national USDA priorities relating to the Upper Mississippi River Basin Conservation Effects Assessment Project results.
2:00-2:10 
Break

2:10-2:50 
The Future of Precision Agriculture, Management & Conservation Practices

Dr. Dave Mulla,  U of M Professor and Director of the Precision Ag Center
Dr. Dave Mulla will present on the more technical side of precision agriculture and current research and technology updates related to precision agriculture.  He will also talk about current and future precision agriculture technology related to water, nutrient, and pest management including variable rate, remote sensing and management of spatiotemporal patterns.

2:50-3:20 
Precision Agriculture Panel Discussion (Q&A)

All Speakers plus Precision Agriculture Farmer Dave Kolb
Ask any questions to one or all of the speakers related to Precision Agriculture, Conservation, Water Quality, or other topics.
3:20-3:30 
Wrap Up

Incoming President Elect (TBD)
Directions to Holiday Inn at 75 37th Ave South St. Cloud:  

From I94 take MN Hwy 15 North via Exit 167B (about 4 miles) you’ll see the Holiday in on the right hand side just across MN Hwy 23/75.

Registration
Precision Agriculture: Utilizing it With Conservation
Minnesota Chapter of SWCS 2011 Annual Training Conference

Holiday Inn, 75 37th Ave South, St. Cloud, MN 56301
Tuesday, March 22, 2011, Time: 9:40 am – 3:30 pm

Name: 

Profession: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Lunch and refreshments are included in all registrations
Registration received by end of day Tuesday March 15th:
· $25.00
Registration after March 15th or on-site
· $30.00 – Member
Payment enclosed:

· Cash
· Check (made out to MN SWCS)
Send registration information and payment to:

Sidney Cornelius

MN SWCS Chapter

375 Jackson Street, Suite 600

St. Paul, MN 55101
Don’t miss this opportunity to network with other conservation professionals, learn about and ask your questions on Precision Agriculture, and get an update on the UMRB Conservation Effects Assessment Project, and contribute to the future of �your MN SWCS.











Event sponsored by the Minnesota Chapter of SWCS, www.minnesotaswcs.org

