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Minnesota Chapter
 Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS)

Summer Tour 2007


News Release

The Minnesota Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society held their annual Summer Tour at the ARS Northern Great Plains Research Laboratory in Morris, MN on June 27, 2007.  The first presentation was by Michael Reese, Director at the West Central Research and Outreach Center (WCROC) at the University of Minnesota, Morris.  His presentation of the WCROC Renewable Energy and Research and Demonstration Center focused on the Wind to Hydrogen Ammonia Pilot Project along with a visual tour of the wind turbine, which was installed in March of 2005.

At the Chippewa Valley Ethanol Company (CVEC), General Manager Bill Lee led a tour and discussion on the plant and their new gasifer.  He also spoke on the economics of the industry and their fuel sources.

At the Doug Wulf Farm, Don Reicosky presented an on-farm carbon and water quality research.  Reicosky is a Soil Scientist with the USDA-ARS.  They test the carbon emissions off variable fields with corn and pasture and compare it with tillage operations and also made use of a ground water monitoring well.

On a hay wagon tour at the Swan Lake Research Farm, Jane Johnson, another Soil Scientist with the USDA-ARS presented on Balancing Biomass for Bioenergy and Soil Conservation.  Reicosky followed up his first presentation with another Carbon Crops study, which went into more detail on the carbon emissions of the study plots.

To conclude the day, Russ Gesch from the USDA-ARS had a presentation on Cuphea: Potential Biofuel Crop.  Cuphea is an oilseed crop that contains high levels of lauric acid and other naturally fatty acids.  Cuphea oil properties are being researched as an additive for biodiesel with cold flow properties.

Shannon Bengtson, Chapter President, led the annual business meeting as well.  The Terrestrial Invasive species conference was a success.  They also awarded the 2007 Scholarship winners to Dan Pazdernik of the University of Minnesota, Crookston and Katherine Schake of the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities.  The Outstanding Service Award was presented to Sidney Cornelius of the NRCS, the Commendation Award was presented to John Beckwith of the NRCS, the Honor Award was presented to Julie MacSwain of the NRCS, the Merit Award was presented to Jay Rendall of the Department of Natural Resources Exotic Species Program, the News/Media Award was presented to Paula Mohr from The Farmer Magazine, and the Education Award was presented to Greg Munson from the Quarry Hill Nature Center.
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